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a proposition of the same order as that into which
most English democratic philosophy translates itself:
" If you vote straight with the Blues, your great-
grandchild will be on a level with the average citizen
of the United States." The truth seems to be, that
a great number of persons are satisfied to think that
democracy is inevitable and the democratic movement
irresistible ; which means that the phenomenon exists,
that they see no way of arresting it, and that they
feel no inclination to throw themselves in its way.
There are others who appear to think that when a
man submits to the inevitable it is ''greatly to his
credit" ; as it was to Mr. Gilbert's nautical hero
to remain an Englishman because he was born an
Englishman. So they baptise the movement with
various complimentary names, of which the com-
monest is Progress, a word of which I have never
seen any definition, and which seems to have all sorts
of meanings, many of them extraordinary ; for some
politicians in our day appear to employ it for mere
aimless movement, while others actually use it for
movement backwards, towards a state of primitive
nature.

It is an inquiry of considerable interest, whether
the passion for change which has possession of a cer-
tain number of persons in this age, and the acquies-
cence in it which characteiises a much larger number,
are due to any exceptional causes affecting the sphere

K 2